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FINANCING HOUSING IN AFRICA

ISSUE 78: December 2020

THANK YOU FOR ALL YOUR SUPPORT IN 2020!
As we bid farewell to 2020, we can reflect on a year in which we’ve had to be creative and resilient, finding
ways to be together while events threatened to pull us apart.  It has been a tremendous and difficult year,
and each and every member of the AUHF has been challenged in ways that they would have never
dreamed.  Our thoughts and prayers are with those who have suffered from the pandemic in some way. 
We wish you all a holiday of rest and renewal, and look forward to a happy and successful 2021!   

This year featured the 36th Conference and AGM of the African Union for Housing Finance (AUHF) 
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which took place from on 2 - 6 November 2020, it explored issues under the theme: “Investing in the
SDGs: Finding a market opportunity in affordable housing.”  This was the first time that the AUHF hosted
its annual event online, allowing an unprecedented scope of participation from across the world. Nearly
1000 experts and delegates from 73 countries participated in the conference sessions, including case
studies, best practices, panel discussions, and keynote addresses all focusing on investment in affordable
housing, with a specific focus on the impact this has on the SDGs.  

Furthermore, a new Board of Directors of the African Union for Housing Finance was elected at the
AUHF’s 36th Annual General Meeting, which was held virtually on the 05th November 2020. Click here to
view the press release.

For more information on conference outcomes and the AUHF Declaration for Housing Finance available in
English and French, please visit http://www.auhf.co.za/events/http-auhfconference-com/. All the other
recordings are also on the AUHF’s YouTube channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfQke_kMH-
Y0QvxMCn40KIg. Also, if you would like to look at any of the presentations, see
https://auhfconference.com/2020-auhf-virtual-speaker-presentations/   Password: AUHF2020

Be on the lookout for our 37th Annual AUHF Conference and AGM which will take place in Rwanda in
early November 2021.

WE HELD AMAZING EVENTS

CAHF, NMRC hold workshop to promote the
need for accurate data in affordable housing
in Nigeria

A strategic workshop on housing data was jointly
organized by the Nigeria Mortgage Refinance
Company ( NMRC ), the AUHF and the Centre
for Affordable Housing Finance in Africa (CAHF)
on the 4th of February 2020in Abuja. The
workshop served as a platform to engage on a
data-led approach to unlocking investment
opportunities along Nigeria’s housing value
chain.  The  presentations emphasized the need
for  accurate data gathering, processing and
application to address the challenges facing
Nigeria’s housing sector. The workshop also
featured AUHF members, the Family Homes
Funds, and the Federal Mortgage Bank of
Nigeria.

Click here to view workshop video

CAHF Housing Finance Yearbook Webinar
Series: Focus on Central Africa

AUHF member Property KRO based in (Cote d’
Ivoire) facilitated a webinar for CAHF in West
Africa on the 2nd March 2020. The webinar
shared information on the country profiles from
the CAHF Housing Finance Yearbook for 2019
for countries in the region as well as the work of
Property KRO. The webinar was attended by
housing practitioners representing national
housing banks, the private sector, development
banks and donors.

Click here to view presentation

WE WELCOMED NEW MEMBERS

https://mcusercontent.com/03690fba8d6a8e33b43f8a502/files/97cdf7e0-821b-45cd-b893-ceb9d1209673/AUHF_Press_release_final.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/03690fba8d6a8e33b43f8a502/files/aae684e8-02d2-4101-8f01-3c7a03b9ddc0/AUHF_Declaration_2020_FINAL.02.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/03690fba8d6a8e33b43f8a502/files/45a74b33-c9f8-4bb9-a5c1-0c84b3c6a498/AUHF_Declaration_2020_FRENCH_FINAL.01.pdf
http://auhfconference.com/en
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfQke_kMH-Y0QvxMCn40KIg
https://auhfconference.com/2020-auhf-virtual-speaker-presentations/
https://housingfinanceafrica.org/documents/cahf-nmrc-hold-workshop-on-nigerias-housing-data/
https://housingfinanceafrica.org/app/uploads/CAHF-NMRC-workshop.mp4
http://housingfinanceafrica.org/app/uploads/Central-Africa-Webinar-19-June-2020-Presentation.pdf
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Genius Investment Group (GIG) is an Emerging
Market (EM) Holding based in Mozambique,
created in 2018, with the aim to develop projects
with social impact. GIG is one of the largest
Business Development firms in Mozambique.
GIG envisions that private investment, innovation
and entrepreneurial talent can bring sustainable
growth and  provide solutions to the
challenges our society is facing. GIG serves
international professional investors who seek
investment solutions that offer financial
returns, while also helping to address pressing
social challenges.



The Financial Sector Deepening Kenya (FSD
Kenya) is an independent trust dedicated to the
achievement of an inclusive financial system that
supports Kenya's long-term development goals.
FSD’s long-term goal since its inception has been
to generate sustainable improvements in the
livelihoods of lower-income households through
reduced vulnerability to shocks, increased
incomes and employment. Their strategy focuses
on three core elements through which value is
created by financial inclusion: use, cost and
trust. 

OUR SECRETARIAT, THE CENTER FOR AFFORDABLE HOUSING
FINANCE in AFRICA, PUBLISHED A WIDE ARRAY OF

RESEARCH RELEVENT TO OUR MEMBERS:

Urban land reform, integration and housing delivery in South Africa: A Critique of the President’s Panel on
Land Reform: This blog about South Africa provides a critique of some of the arguments presented in the
Final Report by the Presidential Advisory Panel on Land Reform and Agriculture, and offers some
thoughts on how the Expropriation Bill will affect these issues - by Leila McKenna.

Housing Finance in Africa: Central to a post-COVID-19 resilience and recovery strategy. This blog
originally appeared as the introductory essay to the 2020 edition of the Housing Finance in Africa
Yearbook. -by Kecia Rust Centre for Affordable Housing Finance in Africa

Case Study 17 | Affordable and Climate Resilient Building: A Case Study of Casa Real in Beira,
Mozambique This case study provides insights into how municipal capacity, strategic partnerships, and
the ability to mobilise financing for infrastructure and housing development makes Beira a unique case in
Mozambique, and across the continent.- by  Maria Nkhonjera, Centre for Affordable Housing Finance in
Africa

COVID-19 in African Cities: Impacts, Responses and Policies: The United Nations Economic Commission
for Africa has published a report that looks at the impacts, responses and policy pathways related to
COVID-19 in the context of cities in Africa.

Uganda's Housing Construction and Housing Rental Activities: Housing Economic Value Chain and
Housing Cost Benchmarking Analysis: As part of our Housing and the Economy project, this report uses

https://www.ggroups.info/
https://www.ggroups.info/
https://fsdkenya.org/about-us/who-we-are/
https://fsdkenya.org/about-us/who-we-are/
http://housingfinanceafrica.org/documents/urban-land-reform-integration-and-housing-delivery-in-south-africa-a-critique-of-the-presidents-panel-on-land-reform/
http://housingfinanceafrica.org/authors/leila-mckenna/
http://housingfinanceafrica.org/documents/housing-finance-in-africa-central-to-a-post-covid-19-resilience-and-recovery-strategy/
http://housingfinanceafrica.org/resources/yearbook/
http://housingfinanceafrica.org/authors/kecia-rust/
http://housingfinanceafrica.org/authors/keith-lockwood/
http://housingfinanceafrica.org/documents/case-study-17-affordable-and-climate-resilient-building-a-case-study-of-casa-real-in-beira-mozambique/
http://housingfinanceafrica.org/authors/maria-nkhonjera/
http://housingfinanceafrica.org/documents/covid-19-in-african-cities-impacts-responses-and-policies/
https://www.uneca.org/
http://housingfinanceafrica.org/documents/ugandas-housing-construction-and-housing-rental-activities-housing-economic-value-chain-and-housing-cost-benchmarking-analysis/
http://housingfinanceafrica.org/documents/ugandas-housing-construction-and-housing-rental-activities-housing-economic-value-chain-and-housing-cost-benchmarking-analysis/
http://housingfinanceafrica.org/projects/housing-and-the-economy/
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CAHF’s Housing Cost Benchmarking and Housing Economic Value Chain Modelling methodologies to
analyse the Ugandan housing market. The report provides an overview of the structure of Uganda’s
housing supply and demand for housing and determines the contribution of housing construction and
rental activities to Uganda’s economy.. -by David Gardner  Jacus Pienaar and Keith Lockwood, Centre for
Affordable Housing Finance in Africa

Nigerian housing sector responses to the COVID-19 pandemic: Nigeria Mortgage Refinance Company:
This blog shares the key initiatives and cross-cutting responses of the Nigeria Mortgage Refinance
Company in instituting measures to manage various risks and challenges associated with COVID-19. -
by David Chiwetu, Centre for Affordable Housing Finance in Africa
 .
Using 2019 Deeds Registry Data to Identify Trends and Opportunities in South Africa’s Residential
Property Market: This blog presents national level data from South Africa's Deeds registry on the total
stock of residential property, and number of resale and new transaction, from 2008-210. - by Maria
Nkhonjera, Centre for Affordable Housing Finance in Africa

To view all CAHF's recent blogs, please click here. Also, they regularly collect news articles on the current
affairs and development of the housing finance sector across Africa.

WE BID OUR DIRECTOR FAREWELL

Mehluli Mpofu
 
Mehluli Mpofu is currently the Managing Director
for Central Africa Building Society (CABS), the
largest building society in Zimbabwe. He is the
current Chair for the Zimbabwe Association of
Housing Financiers. Mehluli is an experienced
investment professional having worked for the
Old Mutual Group in Zimbabwe firstly as an
Investment Analyst and ultimately as Managing
Director of the Group’s Investment Business in
Zimbabwe before joining CABS. He holds a
Charter in Financial Analysis as well as an MBA
from the University of Cape Town’s Graduate
School of Business. He studied Electrical
Engineering at the University of Zimbabwe.

AND WELCOMED NEW DIRECTORS

Mildred Mutesa
 
Mildred Mutesa is the Managing Director for
Zambia National Building Society and previously
a member of the Board of Trustees for the Afrox

http://housingfinanceafrica.org/authors/david-gardner/
http://housingfinanceafrica.org/authors/jacus-pienaar/
http://housingfinanceafrica.org/authors/keith-lockwood/
http://housingfinanceafrica.org/documents/nigerian-housing-sector-responses-to-the-covid-19-pandemic-nigeria-mortgage-refinance-company/
http://www.auhf.co.za/member/nigeria-mortgage-refinance-company/
http://housingfinanceafrica.org/authors/david-chiwetu/
http://housingfinanceafrica.org/documents/using-2019-deeds-registry-data-to-identify-trends-and-opportunities-in-south-africas-residential-property-market/
http://housingfinanceafrica.org/authors/maria-nkhonjera/
http://housingfinanceafrica.org/document-type/blog/
http://housingfinanceafrica.org/news/
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Zambia limited Pension scheme. Mildred is a
Fellow of the Association of Chartered Certified
Accountants (ACCA), and member of the Zambia
Institute of Chartered Accounts (ZICA). Mildred
also holds a Masters of Business Administration
from Herriot Watt University, a Bachelor of
Accountancy Degree from the Copperbelt
University and a professional accounting
qualification, ACCA. With over 12 years of work
experience, she has worked across a number of
sectors including, audit, housing finance and
manufacturing.

David Akinin

David Akinin is the founder of Atenu
Developments, a construction company focused
in affordable housing, schools, clinics and
industrial developments in Namibia and other
African countries since 2014. Born in Venezuela,
finished high school in the US. Fluent in English,
Spanish, French, Italian, Hebrew and
Portuguese. Studied Economics at the University
of Chicago, with courses at Harvard University
and Paris VII Diderot. MPhil in Inclusive
Innovation at the University of Cape Town.
Worked at Google in Mountain View and
Chicago, and investment Banking at Credit
Suisse in NYC and Santiago, Chile. Currently
working on the intersection of finance, technology
and development in Africa through my own
startups.

WE ARE TAKING A LITTLE TIME OFF!!
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Please note AUHF offices will be closed from the 24th  December 2020 – 04 January 2021.

INTERESTED IN BECOMING A MEMBER OF THE AUHF?

The AUHF comprises of 38 members from 18 countries across the continent. Members include
commercial and mortgage banks, building societies, microfinance banks/institutions, housing development
corporations, and other institutions involved in the mobilisation of funds for shelter and housing. As an
industry body, AUHF promotes the development of effective housing finance markets and affordable
housing across Africa, working in the interests of both our members and the industry as a whole. In
serving its members and realising its goal of effective housing finance markets and delivery of affordable
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housing in Africa, the AUHF pursues five main activities:

1. Networking and investment support;
2. Capacity building and training;
3. Lobbying and advocacy, and
4. Information collection and dissemination.
5. Showcasing Membership to the Wider Public & Investment Community;

 
For more information about AUHF please visit our website: www.auhf.co.za. Apply to Become a
Member of the AUHF, register on our website or download the application form here. We would be
delighted to have your organisation as a member, collaborating with us to make housing finance
markets effective, and the delivery of affordable housing effective across Africa.

                            2021 LIST OF UPCOMING EVENTS

Course Overview
The housing crisis in Sub-Saharan Africa has had a particularly negative effect on people’s well-being
during the current COVID-19 pandemic. It is urgent to address the need for affordable housing. This
requires robust and inclusive housing finance systems that offer diverse housing finance products, that
are supported by effective policies and stimulus measures. The Housing Finance Course for Sub-Saharan
Africa addresses the critical challenges faced by the housing finance industry in Sub-Saharan Africa and
teaches the conceptual, managerial and practical tools needed to build strong housing finance systems.
 
The course is run as a partnership between the UCT Nedbank Urban Real Estate Research Unit at the
University of Cape Town and the International Housing Finance Program of the Wharton School at the
University of Pennsylvania, USA, and is supported by the Centre for Affordable Housing Finance in Africa.
This year, due to the challenges brought about from the COVID-19 pandemic, the course will be held in an
online, providing the chance to engage and learn from several experts in the field, including, Drs. Marja
Hoek-Smit from the University of Pennsylvania.
 

http://www.auhf.co.za/
http://www.auhf.co.za/members/join-the-auhf/
http://www.auhf.co.za/wordpress/assets/2020/06/AUHF-Membership_Application-form..pdf


2021/05/03, 15)03

Page 8 of 9https://outlook.office.com/mail/id/AAQkAGY5YmM3OWY3LTIxOT…DI3OC05NzVmLTg1NmZiZDE4MzU1MwAQACmpQfxrb2ZHjyH3xgk4DHs%3D

The online course is designed to provide a flexible and interactive learning path through the course
material. This course is held over two weeks, with 3 to 4 hours of live online lectures, Q&A periods and
self-directed on-line discussions per day. There are opportunities to network with other delegates
throughout the two-week course.

Register for the Housing Finance Course for Sub-Saharan Africa Online Course: 18 – 29 January
2021

Registration information
To register, visit http://www.cpd.uct.ac.za/cpd/register to complete an online registration form.
Course fee: Early bird Registration ( before 1 December 2020) : ZAR 14,850 / Standard registration: ZAR
16,500

For more information, read the course brochure or visit the following UCT website
 http://www.cpd.uct.ac.za/cpd/courses

Enquiries
Amy Thompson: amy.thompson@uct.ac.za
Thandiwe Dhlamini: thandiwe@housingfinanceafrica.org
 

https://housingfinanceafrica.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7a729719ea6ad989112da6673&id=e794862b67&e=cdd4498771
https://housingfinanceafrica.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7a729719ea6ad989112da6673&id=38d820a8a9&e=cdd4498771
https://housingfinanceafrica.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7a729719ea6ad989112da6673&id=31410f28a2&e=cdd4498771
mailto:amy.thompson@uct.ac.za
mailto:thandiwe@housingfinanceafrica.org
https://www.ihs.nl/en/education/short-courses/urban-management-tools-climate-change
https://www.ihs.nl/en/education/short-courses/urban-management-tools-climate-change
https://www.afsic.net/
https://apievents.com/
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In line with AUHF arrears policy, all membership fees should have been paid before 30 September
2020. This will enable the Secretariat to provide members with the required services and benefits as
outlined in the membership policy throughout the financial year. Members who still have not paid their fees
will lose benefits and will be in arrears.  

This is the monthly newsletter for AUHF. The AUHF is an association of fifty-nine mortgage banks,
microfinance institutions, building societies, housing corporations and other entities involved in the
mobilisation of finances for the development of shelter and housing on the African continent. The
AUHF is a non-governmental association and has a presence in sixteen countries across Africa.

website: www.auhf.co.za | linkedIn: African Union for Housing Finance | twitter: AUHF_Housing
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