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  IUHF hosted the 30th World Congress in June 2017

The International Union for Housing Finance (IUHF) held its 30th World Congress from the 25 – 27 June 2017 in Washington DC,
USA.[1]  The African Union for Housing Finance is a member of the IUHF. The 30th World Congress attracted 122 participants from
28 different countries who contributed in a series of challenging sessions on global trends in housing finance. The Congress gave
the delegates an opportunity to network with a great number of colleagues from around the world. 
 
The Congress programme was divided into 8 sessions, and each session had high-level speakers from different backgrounds and
countries sharing their experiences. An editorial from HFI summarized that the event was full of debates and discussions which
were centred on the global uncertainty, the impact of the Global Financial Crisis (GFC) in the financial sector over a decade ago,
how it is still being absorbed, and the appropriate reaction of government, regulators and the housing finance industry itself. The
congress programme also included two excellent receptions, of which one of them was hosted in the Decatur House, a historic
monument in Washington, D.C. located just opposite the White House.

Mr Cas Coovadia, our AUHF Board Member (Treasurer) and MD of The Banking Association South Africa was one of the speakers,
and he presented on Regional Developments in Housing Finance and the Economy which focused on housing in Sub-Saharan
Africa. Other prominent speakers included: Andreas J. Zehnder, President (IUHF) & European Federation of Building Societies;
Zaigham Mahmood Rizvi, Secretary General of the Asia Pacific Union for Housing Finance; Michael Lea, Principal of Cardiff
Consulting Services; Winifred Ekanem Oyo-Ita, Head of the Civil Service of the Federation; 3 speakers from the International
Monetary Fund and many other high – level speakers working in the housing finance sector globally. 

Africa’s housing finance sector was well represented at the congress, with delegates from the Nigerian Federal Ministry of Finance,
Finance Africa, Central Bank of Nigeria, Office of the Head of Civil Service of the Federation of Nigeria, Federal Ministry of Justice
Nigeria, Asonic Associates Limited, Mortgage Bank Association of Nigeria, Nigeria Mortgage Refinance Company (AUHF
Member), Federal Housing Authority Mortgage Bank, Federal Ministry of Power, Works and Housing Nigeria, The Banking
Association South Africa  (AUHF Member), Federal Mortgage Bank of Nigeria (AUHF Member), Federal Government Staff
Housing Loans Board Nigeria, Ethiopian Institute of Architecture, Pison Housing Nigeria, Homebase Mortgage Bank, Citycode
Mortgage Bank Ltd., Botswana Building Society (AUHF Member), Botswana Housing Corporation (AUHF Member), and Bank
of Tanzania. Thus the AUHF was well represented at the congress by its 5 member institutions. For more information about the
congress and the presentations, click here. 
 

[1] IUHF is a worldwide housing finance network organisation that covers 46 different countries through its 104 member institutions
which range from national banking associations or mortgage lending institutions to independent consultants, academics,
government agencies and international institutions specialised in housing finance.
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Meet the AUHF Subcommittee Members:
As agreed at the 2016 AGM, the AUHF Board has established two sub-committees.  

1. Policy Sub-Committee: is mandated to identify key issues in affordable housing and housing finance, deliberate on a
strategic approach for addressing them, review material prepared, and then develop a lobbying and advocacy strategy with key
stakeholders, drawing on AUHF members’ networks. Chair: Mr Joseph Chikolwa – MD of Zambia National Building Society
(ZNBS). Members include:

Mr Mfundo Mabaso – FNB International Home Loans (South Africa);
Dr Chii Akporiji – Nigeria Mortgage Refinance Company (Nigeria);
Dr Fred Msemwa – Watumishi Housing Company (Tanzania);
Mr Twaambo Hamusute – Zambian Home Loans (Zambia);
Ms Chiketsani Chenai – CBZ Holdings (Zimbabwe).

2. Member Relations Sub-Committee: is tasked to develop a strategy and approach for soliciting new members and
retaining existing membership. This sub-committee canvases member opinion on key issues and motivates to the Board for
changes to the strategy in terms of the services that the AUHF delivers to its members. Chair: Mr Femi Adewole – Acting MD of
Shelter Afrique. Members include:

Ms Aqualine Suliali – GAP Solutions (South Africa);
Ms Anusha Naidu – Select Financial Services (South Africa);
Ms Ruth Odera – Habitat for Humanity International (Kenya);
Mr Omar Sarr – Home Finance Company (The Gambia).

If you interested in participating in one of the above-mentioned committees, please contact the AUHF Coordinator.

A Note from the AUHF Board:  
MEMBER SURVEY SUMMARY FOR FY16/17

 
In the financial year 2016/17, the AUHF welcomed Noluthando Ntshanga as the AUHF Coordinator.  Noluthando has been
engaging with various member institutions the past eight months, in face-to-face, skype and telecom interviews. The AUHF Board
would love to take this opportunity to thank all the member institutions who participated in these interviews for sharing their inputs
which will contribute a great deal towards achieving the AUHF objectives, and serving the membership better. 
  
The following institutions participated: Azania Bank; Bank of Tanzania; CRDB Bank; Abbey Mortgage Bank Plc; Bank of Africa,
Tanzania; HFB Uganda; Zambian Home Loans; Watumishi Housing Company; GAP Solutions; Vizar Homes Ltd.; Materia; FNB
International Home Loans; HFC Ghana; CBZ, Zimbabwe; TMRC; HFC Gambia; Select Financial Services; IFC; TUHF; Shelter
Afrique; BHC; HFHI; Banking Association South Africa; ZNBS; NMRC. 
  
The interviews questions were framed by the AUHF’s 4 strategic focus areas:

Networking and Deal Facilitation: Identifying and connecting stakeholders.
Information Collection and Dissemination: Understanding the issues and sharing this with members and the wider
sector.
Lobbying and Advocacy: Promoting member interests in making housing finance markets work and affordable housing
delivery viable in Africa
Capacity Building and Training: Enabling members to respond to the challenges and opportunities within the context of
their businesses; supporting better engagement between the public & private sectors.

 A detailed summary of the discussions, issues raised, and our contemplated plan of action can be retrieved here. These issues,
together with the following list of immediate actions, was discussed and approved at the Board meeting, 12 May 2017: 
1. Networking and Deal Facilitation: members were broadly happy with the progress in this regard, and supported the upcoming
plans, including:

Host the Annual AUHF Conference & AGM – to be held in Kampala, Uganda (in partnership with HFB – Uganda) from 17-19
October 2017.
Host the Housing Finance Marketplace – platform to meet potential Investors – to be held at the AUHF Conference.
Find more industry conferences and and partner with the organisers to offer our members; discounts to attend, and
speaking opportunities.
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2. Information Collection and Dissemination: members were broadly happy with the approach being taken but
recommended some additional interventions:

Publish 10 Monthly newsletters – Financing Housing in Africa.
Conduct atleast 2 case studies of our members of our members.
Prepare a study on Investors and Investments in Africa.
Increase membership visibility on social media and relevant industry events.
Bench-marking initiative with members - Draft dashboard will be shared at the 33rd AGM.

3. Lobbying and Advocacy: members suggested that this objective needed more attention, and made the following
recommendations:

Commission atleast two position papers:
On VAT & Interest rates in Africa and the impact on housing finance and delivery of affordable housing;
The impact of taxation frameworks on housing finance;

Prepare and assertively disseminate the Kampala Declaration on Housing Finance. 
Engage Regional bodies to distribute the previous years’ declaration.

4. Capacity Building and Training: members expressed interest in more activities in this area.  The following was recommended:

Organise 2 Member staff attachment / exchange programmes.
Host a Housing Microfinance workshop in partnership with Habitat for Humanity.
Arrange the Mortgage Development and Portfolio Management in partnership with IFC and ZNBS.
Organise a study tour on small-scale landlords in rental housing in partnership with TUHF and FNB Home Loans.
Coordinate Housing Finance Courses in South Africa, and 2 more in-country seminars.

Please note that the Secretariat will be contacting and engaging member institutions again this financial year, and we urge all our
members to make the time to meet with the Coordinator, and share their ideas, and needs as an institution. We look forward to
ongoing collaborations with your institutions in making housing finance markets effective, and the delivery of affordable housing
viable in Africa. 

Oscar Mgaya 
AUHF Board Chairman

SAVE THE DATE:
17 – 19 October 2017 | 33rd African Union for Housing Finance Annual Conference and AGM | Kampala, Uganda 

For more information, contact AUHF Co-ordinator.  Visit the Conference Website. 
 

mailto:auhf@housingfinanceafrica.org
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01 - 07 October 2017 | Housing Finance Course for Sub-Saharan Africa | Cape Town, South Africa 

AUHF members can apply for a 20% discount on course fees.  For more information click here or contact AUHF Co-ordinator.

SUMMARY OF EVENTS:
28 – 30 July 2017 | Tanzania's Premier Real Estate Exhibition 2017| New Arusha Hotel, Arusha, Tanzania
10 – 12 August 2017 | 20th BuildExpo Africa 2017 | Dar Es Salaam, Tanzania
21  – 22  August 2017 | Infrastructure Africa 2017 | Johannesburg, South Africa 5% discount AUHF members
24 – 25 August | Africa Property Investment Summit 2017 | Johannesburg, South Africa | 20% discount AUHF members
26 - 27 August 2017 | Tanzania's Premier Real Estate Exhibition 2017 | Mlimani City Mall, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania
27 – 28 September 2017 | African Real Estate & Infrastructure Summit 2017 | Cape Town, South Africa 30% discount
AUHF members
1 – 7 October 2017 | Housing Finance Course for Sub-Saharan Africa | Cape Town, South Africa | 20% discount AUHF
members
17 – 19 Oct 2017 | 33rd African Union for Housing Finance (AUHF) Conference & AGM 2017 | Kampala, Uganda
27 – 28 October 2017 | Property Buyer Show: First Time Buyers & Property Investors | Sandton Convention Centre, South
Africa

*Let us know of any events not listed above
*Click here for our updated events page

WHAT HAVE OUR MEMBERS BEEN UP TO:

The
Federal Government of Nigeria has entered into
a mortgage agreement with Nigeria Mortgage
Refinancing Company (NMRC). This
agreement is worth N13 billion (USD 41 237
170.00). It is intended for the provision of
adequate funding at a low interest rate for the
delivery of affordable housing to public servants.
The agreement will form part of the Federal
Integrated Staff Housing programme, which is

EcoCash,
which is an ECONET Wireless mobile banking
facility, has partnered with Central Africa
Building Society (CABS) to enhance customer
banking and merchant services. This partnership
is the first of its kind, and is intended to promote
digital payments. EcoCash users are required to
register their mobile phones, so they can use this
integration solution system at their convenience
at any retailers’ integrated or stand-alone point of
sale devices. Read more: http://bit.ly/2rHgmkx.
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designed to alleviate the housing challenges
experienced by civil servants in state capitals of
the nation. In addition the government will also
enter into partnerships with building materials’
manufacturers to obtain discounted prices in
volumes so that the cost of these houses can be
reduced significantly. Read more:
http://bit.ly/2rZnrQk.

Shelter
Afrique in partnership with the UN Agency for
Human Settlement (UN-Habitat) are strategizing
on ways to raise USD 1 billion by 2020, to foster
housing delivery and sustainable urban
development in Africa. The MoU between the two
organisations sets out that they will create a
funding mechanism for housing and housing-
related infrastructure in Africa by 2018. Read
more:  http://bit.ly/2s4YEqr. 

National
Microfinance Bank (NMB) is partnering with
Halotel Tanzania, a telecommunication company.
This agreement will enable the bank's customers
who are also subscribers to the mobile company,
particularly in rural areas, to make mobile money
transactions. Thus more customers will enjoy the
bank's services such as cash deposits and
withdrawals from their accounts without
physically visiting the bank. Read more:
http://bit.ly/2tm03xG 
 

A Mombasa
court has barred the National Housing
Corporation (NHC) Kenya from evicting
approximately two hundred and sixty families who
are tenants in one of its properties in
Changamwe, a suburb of Mombasa. The tenants
took NHC to court after the institution increased
the monthly rent with notice nor consultation. The
judge barred this eviction on the basis that the
families pay continue to pay the rent as per the
lease agreement. Read more:
http://bit.ly/2skMAWu.

 

Ghana Home Loans has partnered with
Appolonia City to provide Ghanaian residents
with 10-year mortgages, allowing interested
buyers to build their dream homes on serviced
plots in Nova Ridge, 20km outside Accra city
centre. This mortgage product is the first of its
kind in Ghana, allowing buyers to build their
housing with finance.  Buyers are required to
make a minimum deposit of 20% of the land
value, and then the balance will be spread in
monthly payments over a period of 10 years.
Read more: http://bit.ly/2q6WxE5.

***AUHF MEMBERS are encouraged to share news, articles, and photos to publish on our monthly newsletters.  Please
contact the AUHF Coordinator.

IN THE NEWS - ACROSS AFRICA:

SOUTHERN AFRICA  
In Namibia, Helao Nafidi Town Council has made
available N$11 million (USD 822 657.00) for the
construction of the first phase which is building
70 houses for the local low-income earners. The
two-bedroom houses will cost between
N$180,000 (USD 13 462.00) and 190,000 (USD
14 209.00). The construction of the houses will

In Tanzania, the World Bank has given an
additional USD 130 million towards the Tanzania
Strategic Cities Project (TSCP). The project will
be implemented in seven cities around Tanzania
including: Arusha, Dodoma, Tanga, Kigoma,
Mwanza, Mtwara and Mbeya. The purpose of
TSCP is to facilitate the cities to keep up with the
pace of rapid urbanisation. Read more:
http://bit.ly/2toZBh4. 
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be done by local small and medium contractors.
The council will give loans to qualifying
applicants’ on the waiting list, but preference will
be given to low-income households who can buy
with cash. Read more: http://bit.ly/2q5KCXA. 
  
The Canadian government will contribute
USD 1 870 070 towards the Equal Spaces:
Social Housing to End Spatial Apartheid project
in South Africa. The project is set to reach
hundreds of social housing stakeholders and help
provide up to 4 500 safe, affordable, well-located
rental housing units, accommodating about 16
000 low- and moderate-income people. This
project will be managed by Canadian non-
governmental organisation, Rooftops Canada,
and will support four metropolitan areas. Read
more: http://bit.ly/2r3Iih3. 
  
In Angola, Imogestin – who manages the sale of
state housing project, has announced that more
than 26,000 houses units are available for sale
for all Angolan nationals. The prices of the
houses range from USD 140,000 for a 5-
bedroom apartment in the province of Lunda
Norte, or a 4-bedroom apartment in Luanda, and
USD 30,000 for a 3-bedroom apartment in the
province of Bengo. Read more:
http://bit.ly/2spyOx3. 
  
EAST AFRICA 
In Kenya, the Iranian government in partnership
with Urithi Housing Cooperative Society has
committed itself to assist Kenyans build housing
units using cheaper and good quality construction
material. The Iranian government will bring its
experience with building mass houses for low-
income earners. This partnership is envisaged to
assist with decreasing the housing shortage in
the Kenya. Read more: http://bit.ly/2r3VkeB. 

In Rwanda, the government has started offering
affordable houses to civil servants who are
registered with the programme and earn a
monthly salary between Rwf 40,000 (USD 48)
and Rwf 600,000 (USD 715). To date 32
affordable houses have been built and are ready
to be handed over to beneficiaries. Also,
mortgages have been made available for houses
priced between Rwf 12million – Rwf15 million
(USD 14 300 - USD 17 876.00) – a price
reduction from from Rwf 18million – Rwf 25m
(USD 21 451 - USD 29 793) respectively. Read
more: http://bit.ly/2qXv496. 
 

WESTERN AFRICA  
In Nigeria, Ogun state Property and Investment
Corporation (OPIC) has started the construction
of the first phase of OPIC’s affordable housing
units in New Makun City. The project is
envisaged to deliver 400 houses before the end
of 2017 using alternative building technologies
under the NMRC mortgage scheme. Through this
project, competent contractors, private
developers, and accredited mortgage banks have
been mobilised for a speedy completion of the
first phase of the project. Read more:
http://bit.ly/2q8Dfg7. 

In Cameroon, the first phase of the housing
project in Yaoundé has been completed, with the
delivery of 660 low cost housing units. A total of
1500 houses are still to be built in six towns
around the country. The Minister of Housing and
Urban Development said priority will be given to
civil servants for the housing project which
involves 33 buildings, each with 20 apartments.
The project was executed over five years by
Chinese architects. Read more:
http://bit.ly/2r5sCe8. 
  
NORTHERN AFRICA 
In Egypt, the leading Contracting Company Al-
Abd is set to deliver 35 residential buildings worth
150 million Egyptian pounds (USD 8.3 million).
This project forms part of the social housing
project in the Six of October City. The contractor
has already serviced the land including drinking
water piping, waste water lines and gas pipelines

alongside the road works. The 90m2 units will be
fully furnished. Read more: http://bit.ly/2t40Hwr. 
  
In Morocco, a new programme initiated by the
Ministry of Urban Planning encourages the
development of social housing. The aim of this
programme is to reduce the housing deficit by
50%, thus the delivery of 800 000 housing units
is planned to be completed by 2021. The Ministry
proposes to deliver at least 170,000 units directly,
revise existing programmes, take new measures
to provide housing, and improve the rental
housing sector. Read more:
http://bit.ly/2spwpSE.
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Copyright © 
This is the monthly newsletter for African Union for Housing Finance. 

The AUHF is an non-governmental association of 58 members  from 16 countries across the African continent. Members include commercial
and mortgage banks, building societies, microfinance banks/institutions, housing development corporations, and other institutions involved in

the mobilisation of funds for shelter and delivery of affordable housing across the African sector.  
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